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he wait is almost over, hockey is back! With the 2026/27 season just around
the corner, Navan Hockey Club is beginning to come alive again as our teams
return to training and preparations get underway for another exciting year on
the pitch.
Our Men's team are working hard ahead of another season in Division 4, with some of
our younger players stepping up and plenty of competition developing within the
squad.

For our Ladies, the new season brings a fresh start and an opportunity to rebuild,
develop and grow together as they prepare for their Division 7 campaign.

And it's nearly time for our Juveniles to join them! Juvenile training ‘?’
[voven |

returns on 6th September, and we can't wait to welcome all our

young players back, along with plenty of new faces! |
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The sticks are out, the teams are returning, and a brand- [ | swma | | s | oo

new season awaits. Let's get ready for 2026/27!
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Men'’s Tegmm

he countdown to the 2026/27 season is officially on, and the Navan Men's team are back on

the pitch and working hard in preparation for another year of Division 4 hockey. After

securing their place in Division 4 last season, the Badgers will be determined to build on that
campaign and continue moving forward. Pre-season training is already well underway, with plenty
of focus on both fitness and stick skills as the squad prepares for their first competitive test of the
new season.

New Season, New Opportunities

Numbers at training are looking promising, with several of our younger players stepping up into
the senior setup and eager to prove themselves. Many of the lads remained
active throughout the summer through our weekly Social Hockey

sessions, which has certainly helped keep the legs moving and the

fitness levels ticking over during the off-season. Now that structured
training has returned, the intensity is beginning to increase as

everyone works towards being ready for that opening whistle. The
addition of younger players alongside the experience already within

the squad also gives the Men's section plenty to be excited about. Pre-
season is the perfect opportunity for those players to make their mark,
learn from the senior members and show what they can bring to the team.

First Match of the Season

The Men won't have too long to wait before putting all that pre-season

w = work into action. Their first match of the 2026/27 season will be a home
fixture against North Kildare HC 1 on Saturday, 26th September 2026.

Starting the campaign at home gives the Badgers a fantastic opportunity to

begin the new season strongly, and we hope to see plenty of Navan supporters along the sidelines
cheering them on

oinkihelieollcam!

The Navan Men's team trains at the Aura Pitches, Leisure Link, Windtown, Navan, Co. Meath, from
8:00pm-9:30pm on Wednesday. The Men's section welcomes players aged 15 and over, and new
members are always encouraged to come along. Whether you're a seasoned hockey player,
returning to the game after a few years away, or have never even picked up a field hockey stick
before, you are more than welcome. You don't need to arrive as an experienced player, that's what
training is for' Membership registration for the new season is now open through the Navan
Hockey Club website. If you're interested in joining or simply want to find out a little more before
taking the plunge, contact John Dooly on 087 255 5142, or email secretary@navanhockeyclub.ie
or men@navanhockeyclub.ie.

Bring on the new season!
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Ladlies Tegm

new season brings a new opportunity for the Navan Ladies, and after a challenging

2025/26 campaign, the team is heading into the year ahead determined to rebuild,

refocus and grow stronger together. Last season was a difficult one, with the Ladies
regularly struggling to field a consistent squad from week to week.

Injuries, availability and changing team selections made it difficult to build the understanding and
structure needed on the pitch, and the team will begin the 2026/27 season in Division 7.

But rather than being discouraged, the Ladies are looking at this as an opportunity.

Back to Basics, Forward Together

The previous season taught the team plenty of valuable lessons, and pre-season has provided an
opportunity to return to the fundamentals, working on fitness, passing, positioning,
communication and, most importantly, teamwork. There is also an exciting new chapter beginning
as some of our younger girls progress from the Inter section into senior hockey. This gives the Ladies
an opportunity to build a new-look squad combining experienced players with the next generation
coming through the club.

For those younger players, the senior team should be a place where they can continue learning,
develop their confidence and feel supported as they make the step into adult hockey.

Builltng @ em Tkes & Team

Numbers at pre-season training have not yet been as strong as we had hoped, and one of the
biggest goals for the Ladies this season will be building greater consistency both at training and on
match days. Hockey is ultimately a team sport. Individual ability can create brilliant moments, but
successful teams are built through repetition, training together, learning each other's movement,
practicing set plays and developing the understanding that eventually becomes instinctive during a
match. That simply takes time together on the pitch.

The Men's section has demonstrated the difference that consistent numbers, commitment and
training together can make, and we would love to build that same culture within the Ladies section.
A match-day squad isn't about one player, it takes an entire team working for one another. Every
training session attended, every run made and every teammate supported contributes towards
building the team we want to become.

We train together. We learn together. We improve together.

~
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First Challenge of the New Season

The Ladies will get their first opportunity to put all that pre-season work

= into action on Saturday, 19th September 2026, when they travel away to
face YMCA HC 3.

It will be the beginning of a fresh campaign and a chance to start writing
a completely new chapter for the Navan Ladies.

Division 7 presents a new challenge, but also a fantastic opportunity to rebuild confidence,
develop our younger players and establish the foundations of a strong and consistent senior
squad.

Come Join the Navan Ladies!
Wednesday Saturday

@ Aura Pitches @ Mercy Pitches
(D 7.30pm - 9.00pm @ 11.00am-12.30pm

The Ladies currently have two weekly training sessions as they prepare for the new season:
Our Saturday sessions also give the team valuable time on a full-size hockey pitch before
competitive matches return.

And we would love to see some new faces! Whether you've been playing hockey for years, haven't
played since school, or have never picked up a hockey stick before, you are welcome to come
along and give it a try. Anyone 15 and over!

Membership registration for the new season is now open through the Navan Hockey Club
website. For more information about joining the Navan Ladies, contact:
ladies@navanhockeyclub.ie

secretary@navanhockeyclub.ie

Last season may have been difficult, but a new season means a clean slate. With commitment,
consistency and everyone working together, there is every reason to be excited about what this
group can build.

New division. New season. New opportunity. Let's build it together.
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Upcoming Marches

Men Matches
26 September 2026
Navan HC 1 w Vs w North Kildare HC 1
A
Ladies Matches
79 September 2026
YMCA HC 3 w Ve w Navan HC 1
Westoy College
26 September 2026
Navan HC 1 w 4y Loreto HC 5
Morsy Navar
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FC/ Fharma Servmies

avan Hockey Club would like to give a big shoutout and thank you to PCI
Pharma Services for their generous sponsorship of new jerseys for the
younger girls’ team.

The players were absolutely delighted to receive their fresh kit, and they wear it
with pride every time they step onto the pitch.

Your support helps us grow the sport and inspire confidence in our younger
players — and they're now looking sharper than ever! Thank you for being part of

our hockey journey.
[he Central Navan

avan Hockey Club would like to extend a heartfelt thank you to The Central

Navan for their incredible support and generosity. From sponsoring events

and providing vouchers, to hosting a previous ABBA Disco Bingo night and
celebrating with the lads after their previous league wins — you've been there every
step of the way and deserve a massive thank you from everyone in Navan Hockey
Club!

Bannon Auctioneers & aluers

heartfelt thank you to Bannon Auctioneers & Valuers for their generous and

ongoing support of Navan Hockey Club. Not only did they sponsor a

fantastic prize for our family fun day event, helping to make the day even
more memorable, they also provided jackets for the ladies’ team, which are still
proudly worn to this day!

Your support has made a real difference to our club, both on and off the pitch. We're
incredibly grateful to have you as part of the Navan Hockey Club community.

SHADSobutions

special thank you to SHADSolutions for designing and arranging this year's

Summer Camp jerseys. We greatly appreciate their continued support of

Navan Hockey Club. SHADSolutions is anIrish digital solutions company that
helps businesses and organisations bring their ideas to life through professional
websites, mobile apps, web platforms, custom software and branding. They also
provide graphic design, printing and ongoing technical support, helping clients from
concept through to launch and beyond.
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